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Saeh of the above braachea or *'a3ms" bad siibordlziate diq^artaenta or Institutes. 
There were a total of 69 such departnents or Institutes in the Teehnieal Uni- 
versity in 1956. 
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Iftch of tho above branches or "arms” eas functionally divided into departments 
or institutes# For example, the Civil Sngineering Branch was concerned vith such 
natters as design of iron and concrete franevo:^, foundations, and calculation 
of ground stress# 

2# PAggBHW OP gyUGAgloy # Generally, the school system in H\mgary vas broken down 
aeeox41ng ho 4he foUofVing age brackets: 

a# 6 years to Ik years - elementary or general school 

b, 14 years to 18 years - middle school 

("gimnazium” and "technikum") 

c# 18 years to 23 years - laniverslty 
TOGATIOH DSTOX)PWBHTS FBOM 19^9 to 1936 

3# Under the Hungarian educational system prior to 19^9^ the "glmnazium” vas the 
middle school for the hi^er branches of education or, in other vords, a pre- 
paratory school for the universities# After the Communists asstased power, 
however, this system vas changed so that a student who had completed any type 
of middle school could be a candidate for further university training# With 
this broadening of the educational foundation, the Communists created a vast 
number of new ”technikums” # These ”technikums” provided training in a vide 
variety of trades such as cooking, printing, leather vork, and various aspects 
of farming# On the surface it vould appear that this broadening of the edu- 
cational system vould result in greater educatiozial opportunities for all, 
and thus a worm efficient and productive educational system# Actually this 
vas not the case# Vith the creation of maisy nev "technikums”, the "gianasiwi” 
student found it extremely difficult to get into a university axid ultimately 
to get a good position, because he vas literally "frozen out" by the preponder- 
ance of "technikum" students# 

^# Prior to 19^9# students vho graduated from middle schools were not required to 
take entrance examinations in order to receive hi£^r educational training# 
Students were selected for the universities on the basis of middle-school 
diplomas# Generally, a student with less academic profioiexicy vould not be 
selected for universlly training over a student vho had achieved a hii^er 
academic standing, even thou^ both possessed a middle-school diploma# After 
19^9> the Communists Introduced a system of entrance examinations# Ostensibly 
entrance examinations vesre a step in the ri^t direction, but in practice the 
system vas aborted by ‘Uie Coomuniata themaelvea# Under the educational ayatem 
inspired by the Conmuniata, the middle-aehool graduation diploma via generally 
not a praraquisite for aniveraity adilaalon, althoutfi the requlreaeiit for a 
diploma mm reinatituMl to a large extent during 1959 «Qd 1955# It also becams 
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possible for a student to enter a unirerslty after successfully cospletlng 
an elementary or general school and so-caLlled ^matriculation” courses of 
only a fev months* duration. Examinations In many Instances^ eren thou^ 
prepared and conducted by university professors, vere not used as a basis 
for admittance, ^e overriding factor vas the Commiinlst desire to place 
students In hl^er Institutions on the basis of parental origin rather than 
on academic qualifications. The categories of ^parental origin" and the per- 
centage figures in each category, vhlch were used by the Comnmnlsts as a 
guide in selecting university stvidents, were as follows s 

a. Worker origins 30^40 per cent 

b. Peasant origins 25-30 cent 

c. Intelligentsia origins 15-20 per cent 

d. Employee origin (clerks, railway, postal service, and other 
public servants) s 10-15 per cent 

e. Others (small craftsmen, merchants, and Independent 
occiqpatlons) s 5-10 per cent 

f. Class -aliens*: limited niamber of very exceptional students 

5. As a result of the expansion of the "technlkum" type of schools, the over-all 
efficiency of such schools was materially decreased. One notable exception 
was the Kando Ka l man engineering "technlkum". This "technlkum" Is 80 to 100 
years old and still [May 1958] enjoys an excellent reputation, Generally the 
"teehnlkums" were unable to provide an adequate program of Instruction In the 
fields of chemistry, mathematics, and physics. This was due to an Increase In 
the nisflber of "technlkums” with no corresponding Increase in teachers. Many 
of the "technlkums” which were created were also exceedingly bad from an or- 
ganizational standpoint. Often students attending "technlkums”, and particularly 
agricultural "technlkums”, could hardly read or write. The Communist government 
used many "technlkum" graduates on Important engineering projects and In other 
professional fields where a much hlj^ier degree of skill was required (more skill 
than the graduates so used possessed) , 

6» Xn Communist Hungaary, the majority of students wanted to be engineers because. 

In general, engineers enjoyed a higher position and had a hitfier Income level 
In the society. Electrical englneez*8, in particular, enjoyed a very special 
position in Hungary and, as a result, the Budapest Technical Us&lversl'^ had an 
excellent curriculum and always had four to five times more students desiring 
admittance than It was possible to Eiccomiaodateo In the electrical engineering 
branch of the Budapest Technical University, approximately 200-300 new students 
were admitted each year. Since of the 200-300 students selected each year 

for university training In electrical engineering, spproxlaately 70-75 per cent 
were graduated. The emphasis on electrical ei^lneerlng becoam < y 
evident since World War II, In the Biidapest Technical Ubiveraity, tte quality 
of the facility and the caliber of Instruction has been steadily liq^rOved, and 
the electronics program has become more laportento ladividnals of Jewish ex- 
traction who had been trained in electronics many years ego in Songary, Switzer- 
land, and other countries, and who had been previously barred from teaching, 
were utilized In the electronics field In Increasing xnaibers. Agineerlng 
students usually applied themselves very diligently, since the Oowunlst system 
granted many more privileges to engineers and scientists, 1 e, they were paid 
considerably more and enjoyed far greater freedom, Owasequently, the percentage 
of graduates In the engineer ing and medical fiel ds was hii^har than bafore the 
Communists came Into power, | ^an engineer deputy chief of 

the Hi^ Vacuum Laboratory, was paid 10 times as much per month as was the lowest 
class of laborer, 

7. Prior to 19^9> universities bad enjoyed autonomy In educatioiial matters. After 
19^9, however, this autonomy w gradually taken aeay from the faculties and 
students and. In many cases, deans and professors became nothing more than pup- 
pets of their Communist educators. University curricuXimm were no longer deter- 
mined by the universities, but instead by the government, &e freedom enjoyed 
by students and professors was draatlcally curtailed, and the whole educational 
a yste m became embroiled In an air of suspicion and distrusto After 1953 the 
Communists, in apparent realization of their mistakes, began to lessen their 
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Influence in the unlYereitles* liore end nore xion-^kranmlst educators vere 
pexsitted to heeooe aetlTS in the educational field, The process vas very 
gradual^ bovever, and eas Insufficient to satiate the dettands of the faculty 
and students at the universities. As a restilt, in October 1956 the deoands 
of students and faculty for greater freed oms in a large part precipitated the 

revolution. As an interesting sideli^t^ | to 

many of the students the revoluti otugy prelude v as a very spontaneous affair. 
For exaaqple^ some of the students merely asked if it would be 

possible to be excused from their classes for a short vhile so that they could 
attend a meeting to be held at the Jozsef Bern statue in Budapest. This pas- 
sive attitude of the students was quickly changed into patriotic enthusiasm 
by revolutionary leaders at this and other similar meetings^ and the revolution 
quidcly developed. 


poag-iOBvaiiTOoiim DsysLOPMEaiTS 
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, ^ ^as the result of the revolution the Communist government 

would be reluctant to exercise undue influence on the universltiesj even though 
they would like to step in again. The government did not invoke any stringent 
retaliatory measures on the universities after the zevolution^ even th ough many 

of profeaeoy a mnA were membera of revoluttnnayy rn imgila , 

Itfae moat serious consequence of the revolution, as far as the Technical 

Ihiiversity was eoneemed, was the loss of some qualified professors and a 
consid er abl e maiber of engineering students. Such losses may result in a lack 
of qualified personnel to hold the educational system together. For example, 
if an institute lost its chief scientist who wels siibordinate to a Communist 
director, the continuity of training would be intemq)ted in spite of the fact 
that the director was retained. As a lesser effect, the entire program of 
university instruction was interrupted thro\:ighout Hungary for a period of from 
three to five months. 
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